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Yoni and Jen

Mazel Tov, my children, on your Chuppah and Kiddushin. May your lives
be filled with blessings, love and life. May your hearts and souls rejoice as
you become a family, a gateway of life, a portal linking the generations.
May you sustain and support one another, be kind and compassionate, calm
and confident. Yours is a great love. You are compliments of one another,
helping to complete the other. You are each a vital source of creativity and
innovation. Thereis no longer a need to imitate or follow the trendy crowds.



| bless you, my young loves. You are each a treasure realized, a dream
come true, awish fulfilled.

May you journey together be filled with beauty, grace and may you
encounter many moments of Shalom and the experiences that remind you
that you are in the presence of the sacred.




A Hanukkah Celebration
Meditationsfor the Festival of Hanukkah

December 2006

Written and Edited by
Rabbi Jerry Levy

Meditationson the History of Israel, 164 BCE

First came worlds falling to Alexander’'s swords and spears. Nations in
turmoil, regions divided up as spoils of war. People pawned, traded for
bronze images and godly shaped stones. Culture imposed, religion forcibly
imposed, rules harshly inflicted. There was a show of force, mercenaries at
large, a disregard for humanity’s differences and innate inclinations. The
bland worship of beauty, bow to statues of Pan at the spring called Banyas,
the Temple sacked and defiled, a strict allegiance to the pursuit of pleasure,
davery to conformity, the idolatry of earthly delights. Moments without
meaning. Monuments raised to replace Ma-ase B’reisheet, the Works of
Creation. Ornaments replacing the Mitzvot, games instead of Torah.
Assimilation valued over Hanukkah — Dedication to the faith of our ancient
mothers and fathers.

Then came worlds in revolt, nations in turmoil, the region in upheaval. The
hammer strikes back. Martyrs in the making. A people trading superficiality
for morality, the ordinary for the extraordinary, the common for the sacred.
A show of force, an overthrowing of the snares of a false vision, a flawed
sense of security. Alliances cut with the children of future generations,
religious self-determination first expressed, religious liberty rescued from
the hands of glaring idols and soldiers in retreat. Dignity restored. The
Temple rededicated. Study elevated. Discipline to the reveaed word
implored. Dedication to higher principles kindled within.

Thisis Hanukkah. Thisisthe Festival of Dedication and of Affirmation.



The Temple of Solomon

Then Solomon began to build the House of Adonai in Jerusalem on Mount
Moriah, where [Adonal] had appeared to his father David...

...When all the work that King Solomon undertook for the House of Adonai
was completed, Solomon brought the things that his father David had
consecrated — the silver, the gold, and the utensils — and deposited them in
the treasury of the House of God.

Then Solomon convoked the elders of Israel — all the heads of the tribes and
the ancient chiefs of the Israglites — in Jerusalem, to bring up the Ark of the
Covenant of Adonai from the city of David, that is, Zion.

The trumpeters and the singers joined in unison to praise and extol Adonai;
as the sound of the trumpets, cymbals, and other musical instruments, and
the praise of the Lord, “For He is good, for his steadfast love is eternal,”
grew louder, the House, the House of Adonai, was filled with a cloud. The
priests could not stay and perform the service because of the cloud, for the
glory of Adonai filled the House of the God.

Then, as the whole congregation of Isragl stood, the king turned and blessed
the whole congregation of Israel. He said, “Blessed is the Lord God of
Israel, who made a promise to my father David and fulfilled it.”

“Does God redly dwell with man on earth? Even the heavens to their
uttermost reaches cannot contain Y ou; how much less the House that | have
built!”

“Now My God, may Your eyes be open and Your ears attentive to prayer
from this place, and now,

Advance, O Lord God, to your resting-place,
You and Y our mighty Ark.

Your priests, O Lord God, are clothed in triumph;
Your loyal oneswill rgjoice in [ Your] goodness.
O Lord God,

do not reject Y our anointed one;

remember the loyalty of Y our servant David.”



When Solomon finished praying, fire descended from heaven and consumed
the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of Adonai filled the
House...King Solomon offered as sacrifices 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep,
thus the king and all the people dedicated the House of Adonai...

...On the eighth day they held a solemn gathering; they observed the
dedication of the altar seven days, and the Feast [ Sukkot] seven days...
(From the Book of Chronicles)

Responsive Reading

Once the Sanctuary was deserted and desecrated.

Now, we make our Sanctuary where ever we gather to
experience the sacred.

Once the Sanctuary was desol ate,

Her treasures were taken and turned into swords and spears
perpetuating antagonism and deception and subjugation. Now,
we fill these holy moments with the search for our placein a
changing and challenging world. Perspective and meaning are
the precious gifts we seek.

Once and once more the Sanctuary was destroyed.

Y et destruction could not deter our spirit nor stem our religious
Imagination. It could not prevent our dreams nor hinder our
visions from becoming real. Still, the Torah awakens within us
spiritual possibilities. It teaches us to ask questions, questions
that dare us to reach higher.

Once the Sanctuary was darkened by indifference.

Soon we will light the Menorah on this night of Hanukkah.
Each light is a symbol of the rebirth of meaning. Each light
confirms our identity and impels us to remember that we gave
religious freedom and spiritual self determination to the world



The Revolt of the M accabees
(from the Apocrypha)

After Alexander, son of Philip, the Macedonian had defeated Darius, king of
the Persians, he succeeded him as king. He fought many battles, conquered
strongholds and put to death the kings of the earth. He advanced to the ends
of the earth and plundered many nations...

After this he fell sick and perceived that he was dying. So, he summoned his
most honored officers and divided his kingdom among them while he was
still alive...From them came forth a sinful root, Antiochus Epiphanes. He
began to reign in the one hundred and thirty-seventh year of the kingdom of
the Greeks.

Now on the fifteenth day of Chislev, in the one hundred and forty-fifth year,
[his inspectors] erected a desolating sacrilege upon the altar of burnt
offering...The books of the Law which they found they tore to pieces and
burned with fire. Where the Book of the Covenant was found in the
possession of any one, or if any one adhered to the Law, the decree of the
king condemned him to death.

In those days, Mattathias, a priest, moved from Jerusalem and settled in
Modein...

Then the king's officers who were enforcing he apostasy came to the city of
Modein to make them offer sacrifice. Mattathias and his sons were
assembled. Then the king's officers spoke to Mattathias as follows: “You
are a leader, honored and great in this city and supported by sons and
brothers. Now be the first to come and do what the king commands as all
the Gentiles and men of Judah and those that are left in Jerusalem have done.
Then you and your sons will be numbered among the friends of the king and
you and your sons will be honored with silver and gold and many gifts.”

But Mattathias answered and said in a loud voice: “Even if al the nations
that live under the rule of the king obey him and have chosen to do his
commandments, departing each from the religion of his fathers, yet | and my
sons and my brothers will live by the covenant of our fathers. Far be it from
us to desert the Law and the ordinances. We will not obey the king's word
by turning aside from our religion to the right hand or to the left.”



When he had finished speaking these words, a Jew came forward in the sight
of all to offer sacrifice upon the altar in Modein, according to the king's
demand. When Mattathias saw it, he burned with zeal and his heart was
stirred. He gave vent to his anger; he ran and killed him upon the altar. At
the same time he killed the king's officer who was forcing them to sacrifice,
and he tore down the altar.

Then Mattathias cried out in the city with a loud voice, saying: “Let every
one who is zealous for the Law and supports the covenant come out with
me!” And he and his sons fled to the hills and left al that they had in the
city...

Now the days drew near for Mattathias to die... “Judas Maccabeus has been
a might warrior from his youth; he shall command the army for you and
fight against the peoples’

...Then said Judas and his brothers, “Behold, our enemies are crushed; let
us go up to cleanse the sanctuary and dedicate it.”

...Early in the morning on the twenty-fifth day of the ninth month, which is
the month of Chislev, in the one hundred and forty-eight year, they rose and

offered sacrifice, as the Law directs, on the new altar of burnt offering which
they had built...

The Blessings of the Hanukkah Lights
TheFirst Blessing

Ba-ruch a-ta Adonal, Eh-lo-hel-nu meh-lech ha-o-lam, a-sher Ki-d'sha-nu
b’ mitz-vo-tav v'tzi-va-nu I’ had-lik ner shel Hanukkah.

Bless the love of freedom and truth that inspires our people to illuminate the
world by kindling the Hanukkah lights.

The Second Blessing

Ba-ruch a-ta Adonai, Eh-lo-hei-nu meh-lech ha-o-lam, sheh-a-sa ni-sim la-a-
vo-tei-nu u-I"'i-mo-tei-nu ba-ya-mim ha-heim ba-z' man ha-zeh.



Bless the power and courage of humanity to do great deeds of healing and
mighty acts of compassion.

TheFirst Night Blessing

Ba-ruch a-ta Adonai, Eh-lo-hei-nu meh-lech ha-o-lam, sheh-heh-cheh-ya-nu
v'ki-y' ma-nu v’ hi-gi-a-nu la-z' man ha-zeh.

Bless the power of life and love, the touchstones that mark our paths, the
journey to the horizon and the Shalom of wholeness and well being.

Closing M editations

Hanukkah reminds us that we possess the power to bring light and
warmth out of darkness and cold. Our lives as Jews give presence to
the centrality of family and to the cause of freedom, to the study of
inspired texts and heartfelt hopes, to the blessed work of Tzedeka and
the soul satisfying sensations of Shalom, to humanity’s tentative steps
forward and to faith in the possibility of the divine. Tonight we
dedicate ourselves anew to re-enact spiritually the victory of the
human spirit to contend with forces that would extinguish the light.
Tonight we celebrate our historic memory, the recall of our potential
to re-establish within our gates what is true, good, essential and
eternal.

Once we were forced to worship only beauty and to bow to the
frailties of the gods. Now we find beauty in crafting a noble
existence out of life'sinfinite possibilities.

Each one of usisan artist. Each of uslearns skills, techniques, tricks
and shortcuts. But if we are to give meaning to our lives and to what
ever it isthat we create, then we need to know more than the qualities
and the formsinherent in paint and marble, words and in musical
notation. We are challenged by our tradition to explore not only the
world of ourselves, of our own design, aworld we so often find
bewildering and out of our control, but also the world we share with
others and with generations yet to be.



We are tasked to relate to an absent god, aworld still revolving
around the Null and Void of Genesis and to segments of
humanity that have only contempt for goodness. This is the
task of Tikkun Olam, to tame wild places, to cultivate the
wilderness and to kindle the light that dispels even the darkest
of days and the dreads of the night.

Then our work upon the earth will be great, our statements meaningful
and our purpose deemed sacred.

Hanukkah is the Festival of Dedication and of Affirmation. We
celebrate the power of the person to triumph over the Null and
Void, to grow out of the pressure to imitate and engage fully in
the process religious and spiritual personal innovation. By the
lights of the Hanukkiah, we begin our individual search for
meaning, for essence and for the sacred. The candlelight
connects us in acommunity of shared identity. The ever-
expanding number of candles signals the journey away from the
dark corners of existence into the light of Shalom, of spiritual
wholeness and well being.

Written and Edited by Rabbi Jerry Levy
2006



Pagesfrom A Visual Prayer Book

Squash Blossoms
San Rafael, California
November 2006

Bless the blossoms of the fall and the produce of the winter months. Bless
the plumage of the seasons. Bless the shapes and colors that remind the
palate of life's delights. Bless the little basket set out as an offering of
welcome to a bountiful garden. Bless the light that accentuates the shapes
that are off set by crimson color. Bless the eye that needs a moment to
celebrate the works of earth and the human hand.

Bless the honey jars glowing in the light and the flower booths turning sun
back into the colors of the spectrum. Bless the variegated reds, greens and
yellows in the apple stands and the reds, greens, purples and blacks where
the grapes are sold. Bless bok choy white and asparagus green and
perssmmon orange and pomegranate red. Bless this decorative display so
rich in life's resources. Bless this symphony of colors; the harmonic tones
of the earth...from all thiswe thrive.



Hot Sauce
San Rafael, California
November 2006

Bless the accents and the punctuations, the defining moments and those
shape-shifting experiences that add depth and dimension to our allotted days.
Bless the tears that served as markers as we passed events of joy and sorrow.
Bless the jog of memories better left unremembered. Bless the first moment
of love and the last moment of aloss. Bless the birthing of a child and bless
the dying of a parent. Bless these tremors of heart that pepper us with the
signs of life, love and loss.

Bless the overcomings and the recoverings, the intervenings and the
rightings, the forgivings and the healings.

And, bless a passing smile that brings a smile, a kind word that brings a
grateful breath, aloving touch that brings a heartbeat. In asimple smile, in a
sweet word and in a sensitive touch, our humanity is revealed and this is a
blessing.



A Kup Full of Expressions

Mah Nishmah? What have your heard lately? or What are you up
to?

Chag (Hag) Samei-ach means have a good, joyful and sweet festival.
L'hitri-ot means see ya later.

Kol Tuv means all the best to you.

Hatzlacha means Success in all that you do.

Mazel Tov means congratulations, wishing you good fortune.

Shabbat Shalom means we welcome the Sabbath together, have a
peaceful Shabbat.

L'shanah Tova means a Good New Year for you and Shanah Tova
means a happy and joyful New Year.

A Simcha is a joyful event.

A Tzadek is a righteous person. Tz'daka is a charitable contribution.
Tzedek is justice.

Tanach is the Old Testament. T = Torah, the first five books of
Moses. N = Nevi-im are the Hebrew Prophets. Ch = the K'tuvim
meaning the other books of history and psalms called collectively the
Writings

Haphtarah is a dedicated passage from the Prophets read in
conjunction with a passage from the Torah.

Boker Tov means good morning. Erev Tov means good night. Lila
Tov means good night, sleep tight my sweetie.

Tuchas in Yiddish, Tachat in Hebrew means tush (the underneath
part)



L'chayim means To Life.

Mench means a good man. Bal Habiat or Ba-alat Habiat means head
of the house, responsible.

Ganef is a thief

Alav Hashalom (M), Alavah Hashalom (F) means may he/she rest in
peace. (Upon him/her is Peace)

Yatzer Tov is the inclination to do good deeds. Yetzer Ha-rah is the
evil inclination.

Kiddush is the prayer recited over the Sabbath and Festival wine.
K'dushah is the prayer that sactidfies the day. Kiddushin is
marriage. Kaddish is the mourners’ prayer. Hevrei Kaddishah is the
group that cares for the body of a person who has died.

Haver is a friend. Havurah is a group of like-minded people.

Bet Ha-T'filah is a House of Prayer, Bet Ha-Torah in a place where
the Torah is studied. Bet Safer is a school. Bet Ha-K'neset is a
house of meeting.

Yeled is a boy. Yaldah is a girl. Bocher is a young man

Mazick is a little devil.

Safer is a book. Sofer is a scribe who writes scrolls of Torah and
scrolls for a M'zuzzah, the amulet placed on the right side of your
door as you enter marking the place as holy. Sifri-ah is a library. Bet
Sefer is a school (House of books)

A B'racha is a blessing. Shema means listen or hear or understand
and is the name of the prayer called the affirmation of Jewish Faith.

Yisroel is Israel.



Ha-Aretz is the land of Israel. El Al is Israel's airline and it means
going up (to the land of Israel, especially Jerusalem).

An Aliya is an honor given to bless the Torah.
The Shofar is the ram's horn blown on festivals.

Mogen David means the sign or the shield of king David and refers to
the six-pointed star.

A Tallit is a prayer shawl worn mainly by religious men for morning
worship.

T'illin are boxes worn on the forhead and arm that contain the
Shema and other passages from Torah.

Kippah, Yalmeka are head coverings.

Hanukkiah is the Hanukkah Menorah.



Gallery
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